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I also inform all Members we still 

don’t have particulars resolved on the 
budget. There are a number of alter-
natives. We can’t do anything on it 
until we get the legislation from the 
House. They are going to take that up 
sometime this afternoon. As I said, the 
alternatives are, when it gets here we 
run out—I think there was at least a 
gentleman’s agreement, although not 
on the record, that the 4 hours we used 
yesterday would run against the 10 
hours, so we would have 6 hours to 
complete that today. We would vote 
sometime this evening on that. That is 
one alternative. 

The other alternative is to consider 
all talking over with. I am sure we 
need to hear more on the budget, but 
that would be one alternative. We 
could come back after the recess at a 
time—when a vote is this close I think 
I need authority to determine when the 
vote would take place, but we would 
have 15 minutes of debate on that, and 
then we would vote on the budget. So 
that is what we are working on. We do 
not have it done yet. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. If the majority 
leader would yield for a question. 

Mr. REID. I will be happy to. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Is the Senator sug-

gesting we do the farm bill around 2? 
Mr. REID. Yes. I say to my distin-

guished colleague, counterpart, we 
would complete the debate on that and 
that debate would be 15 minutes with 
Senator GREGG, 15 minutes divided be-
tween Senators HARKIN and CHAMBLISS, 
a total of 30 minutes. We would do that 
in the next hour and 10 minutes and 
then vote at 2 o’clock. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. That would be the 
last vote prior to— 

Mr. REID. That, I say to my friend, 
we don’t have resolved yet. We have to 
work out the time on the budget. I 
think, even though it is early Thursday 
and we are used to working late on 
Thursday and most all day Friday, we 
could make an exception and try to get 
out somewhat early on Thursday. But 
we have to work that out with you 
folks, as to how we would do the time. 
We could ask for a show of hands, ask-
ing if we want to finish, if we should 
have the vote tonight. I don’t think the 
show of hands would be helpful to what 
I wish to accomplish. So we are going 
to try to do the second alternative, use 
all the time; when we come back, we 
will have a time certain—not a time 
certain but fairly certain—and we will 
try to have it on Monday or Tuesday 
when we get back, to have a vote on 
passage of the budget. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that, when the Senate considers 
the conference report to accompany S. 
Con. Res. 70, the budget resolution— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Can we 
have order in the Chamber, please. The 
majority leader. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am going 
to offer two unanimous consent re-
quests. If they are both approved, then 
we will have no more votes today, 
other than the one on the override of 
the President’s veto on the farm bill. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—H.R. 2419 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to 
the veto message on H.R. 2419 and there 
be 1 hour of debate—we picked up a 
half hour. That is what happens when 
you take a little time off. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate now proceed to the veto mes-
sage on H.R. 2419, there be 1 hour of de-
bate, divided as follows: 15 minutes 
equally divided between Senators 
CHAMBLISS and HARKIN or their des-
ignees, 15 minutes under the control of 
Senator GREGG, and the remaining 30 
minutes to be divided between the 
leaders or their designees; that upon 
the yielding back or use of that time, 
the message be set aside until 2 
o’clock; that at 2 o’clock the Senate 
proceed to vote on passage of the bill, 
the objections of the President to the 
contrary notwithstanding, with no in-
tervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—S. CON. RES. 70 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate considers the conference report to 
accompany S. Con. Res. 70, the concur-
rent budget resolution, all statutory 
time be yielded back except for 15 min-
utes to be equally divided and con-
trolled between the chair and ranking 
member; that upon the use or yielding 
back of that time, the vote on the 
adoption of the conference report occur 
at a time to be determined by the ma-
jority leader, following consultation 
with the Republican leader. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would say 
one thing. It appears we do much bet-
ter when we don’t have debate between 
votes. See how fast it went today. I 
think all the talking does is confuse us. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FOOD, CONSERVATION, AND EN-
ERGY ACT OF 2008—VETO—Contin-
ued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the clerk will re-
port the veto message on H.R. 2419. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Veto message to accompany H.R. 2419, en-

titled an Act to provide for the continuation 
of agricultural programs through fiscal year 
2012, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HARKIN. Parliamentary inquiry: 
I understand under the agreement, we 

each have 71⁄2 minutes; that Senator 
GREGG has 15 minutes; and the two 
leaders have reserved 15 minutes each? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, again 
for Senators and those staff who are 
watching, now we are on the override 
of the veto of the farm bill conference 
report we passed here last week. 

To remind everyone, that bill, as you 
know, passed here overwhelmingly 81 
to 15, a remarkable margin for a farm 
bill. It was widely supported on both 
sides of the aisle and by regions of the 
country, so we were very pleased with 
that outcome and that vote. 

Of course it had passed the House 
with 318 votes; so again a very strong 
vote on the bill. It went to the Presi-
dent. We were hoping that maybe he 
would not veto it, but the President did 
exercise his constitutional right and he 
vetoed the bill. 

The farm bill came back to the House 
yesterday and the House overrode the 
veto 316 to 108. So basically what we 
have before us is exactly what we voted 
on last week and approved with 81 
votes but for one thing: The farm bill is 
missing a title. 

Let me try to be as succinct as I can 
in this. What happened is when the en-
rolling clerk on the House side enrolled 
the bill and sent it to the President, 
the clerk did not put in title III, which 
includes the several Department of Ag-
riculture trade programs and food as-
sistance programs for foreign coun-
tries, mainly the P.L. 480, Food for 
Peace Program, the delivery of which 
goes through USAID, and other pro-
grams. So the President vetoed the en-
rolled bill which is missing that title. 
Well, I know Senator CHAMBLISS and I 
and others have had numerous phone 
calls and conversations with Parlia-
mentarians and others to figure this 
out. The enrolled bill is properly at-
tested to and fully effective and valid 
as to all of the provisions it contains. 
We will have to enact title III in an-
other legislative measure. Again, I re-
mind everyone, its omission was inad-
vertent. It was an innocent mistake; 
maybe inexcusable, but nevertheless an 
innocent mistake that title III was 
dropped out. 

But for that title III, everything else 
in this bill is exactly what we approved 
with 81 votes. So I am here to ask 
Members to vote to override the Presi-
dent’s veto and to make this bill the 
law of the land in accordance with the 
overwhelming wishes of both the Sen-
ate and the House. 

This bill is a good bill, as I said ear-
lier. It responds to needs all over this 
country, from farmers and small towns 
and rural areas to Americans in urban 
areas. The largest part of the bill is nu-
trition and food assistance. Over two- 
thirds of the total spending in this bill 
goes to nutrition. This bill does more 
to strengthen Federal food assistance 
than any bill we have passed since 
George Herbert Walker Bush was the 
President. 
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